CCSU – EDL 714/Fall 2010


Sampling and Unit of Analysis Self-Study

	Sampling
	Your potential study…



	What is your sampling plan?

(Refer to Sources of Evidence on your Self-Study for some ideas)


	

	Sampling guideline #1… logic chain
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The sampling plan should be clearly linked to the logical argument forged by the relationship of the research questions to the conceptual framework and literature review. 
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Essentially… does the sampling plan logically support answering the research question(s) in a credible and valid manner? Can you actually address your question(s) about your unit(s) of analysis?


	

	Sampling guideline #2… sufficient data
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The sampling plan will generate the necessary and sufficient data, or evidence, to understand and make claims about the phenomenon under study (the latter being your unit of analysis). 
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All claims/conclusions must be evidence-based. 
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Is your study descriptive, interpretive, comparative, etc.? Your research question determines this for the most part. 


	

	Sampling guideline #3… credibility
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The sample allows the possibility that credible inferences can be drawn from the data. So not only is there a logical basis for making claims, but there is also a chance your claims are credible. (Logic and credibility are related but not the same)
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Sample allows for the likelihood that other potential causal factors or variables are accounted for. 
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Conclusions are likely representative of the reality of the participants. 


	

	Sampling guideline #4… ethics
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Your sampling strategy does not compromise the rules, regulation, and ethics regarding research with human subjects (participants). 
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Participation in the study is worth the time and involvement of participants. 
	

	Sampling guideline #5… you can do it!

[image: image11.png]


The sampling plan is feasible and “do-able”
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You can actually access the sample/data you plan to access.
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It is physically, logistically, temporally, spatially, metaphysically possible for the researcher to do what they plan. 


	

	Sampling guideline #6… extension
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Conclusions of the study can transfer or generalize to other contexts, circumstances, or participants
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Analytical generalization is possible (transferability)
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Statistical generalization is possible (generalization)
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Practical relevance or applicability is possible
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Requires a strong connection to practice and/or policy


	

	Sampling guideline #7… balance
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The sampling plan is practical.
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The sampling plan is efficient.
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The sampling plan is necessary and sufficient.
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The sampling plan is logical. 


	

	Define your plan using the language and concepts discussed tonight.


	

	How does this plan specifically support investigating your Unit(s) of Analysis?
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